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March Newsletter

March brings breezes loud and shrill,
Stirs the dancing daffodil...

~Sara Coleridge (1802-1852), "The Months"

Society News:

The Store opened at the end of January and the majority of members picked up their
seed and potato orders. Sales of compost have gone well in preparation for the new
growing season. There remains onions, beans/peas, shallots and a few bags of potatoes
for sale.

The web-site continues to be a great asset to the Society. The number of ‘How to Grow
articles continue to increased and these articles are a great asset to both new growers and
as a refresher to those more experienced.

The Society’s Facebook Group has presently 65 members. It is a private group for
Society members only and those wishing to join will need to be members of the Society
and agree the standard Facebook rules. We intend that this should be a vehicle for
Society news and discussion of allotment and gardening matters.

The AGM will take place on Wednesday 5t April, the Agenda and reports will be
torwarded to members shortly. Should any member wish to either join the Committee
or place an item on the Agenda they must inform the Secretary 14 days before the
meeting. Any proposal should be proposed and seconded by current members.
Membership renewal began on 1st January.

We have two very interesting talks planned for the new year:

¢ Following the AGM on 5t April Gavin Towers will give us a talk on everything
to do with potatoes. Gavin has worked in the potato industry for many years
and his experience is second to none. A talk not to be missed for those wishing
to improve their knowledge of our most important crops. A buffet will be
provided.



e On 26t July Nick Smith who is the Show Director for the Harrogate Flower
Shows will give a talk titled “The Show must go on.” This is a brilliant talk by an
excellent presenter who outlines the origins of the Harrogate Flower Shows and
the Northern Horticultural Society. Providing a fascinating insight into the
organisation of both the early and late flower shows. This most interesting and
outstanding presentation. A buffet will be provided.

We are hoping to organise a visit to Harrogate Spring Flower Show on Thursday 20t
April. The cost of the trip is £37.50 per person and includes travel to and from the
Showground and entry to the Show. For the trip to go ahead we need 49 members/
guest to sign up to enable the coach to be booked.

The Annual Flower and Produce Show will be held on 9t September 23 and includes
extra dahlia classes and a new class in both the Floral Art and Children’s sections calling
for a flower palette comprising seven distinct varieties of bloom, no more than two
blooms of any one cultivar, no foliage. Staged on a palette. Blooms to be grown by the
exhibitor. The Children’s class at our last show was a picture and we hope that this new
class will encourage our younger members and not to mention our seasoned growers to
plant and grow flowers for this class. The Schedule is on the web-site and can be
accessed by the following link: https://www.northlincolnhorticulturalsociety.co.uk/
annual-show

Dates for your diary:

5t April.  Society AGM followed by a talk on growing potatoes by Gavin Towers.
Buffet

20t April  Trip to Harrogate Flower Show.
TBN Plant Sale - from the Store when plants are available
23t June  Summer Solstice Evening, Buffet.

26t July. Talk - “The Show must go on” by Nick Smith Harrogate Show Director.
Buffet

9th Sept. Annual Flower and Produce Show

Seasonal Jobs to be getting on with: s
Fool's Spring - wearehere

As the days get longer and the ground begins to warm up there are [ S ofseception

a number of jobs that we can be getting on with, but remember the :ME?%:;F

‘Ice Saints,” on average the last frost in Lincoln is around the first iT;Zngm

week in May - so don’t be caught out. Should you have planted e (one week)

your potatoes then heel/cover them up with soil if the leaves are
showing,

I have attached the guide to seasonal jobs published in Issue 1 of




the National Allotment Society’s ALG magazine. Should you wish to read the full
magazine please use the following link. https://online.flipbuilder.com/cwao/vpwd/

seasonal jobs to do... ...March, April and May =~ &z

March & | T
. available, sow tomatoes, cucumbers,
e e e
reful i ties on B as
. : . e tothe glass as possible to prevent
ey ) fruit trees
oty i and Plant out autumn sown sweet peas,
month, el | <0cover with fleece o simiar when e unmn-:,nmmm
planted & = prevent sgainet
areas. i ete. the next morning once the frost has trees or ‘mice.
varieties of peas and broad beans FRUIT: lfted. bushes have . :T,uumdmmwmp
N " - . plar moveto
sheltered positions. Seed bedsshould - Under cover, either in a greenhouse strawberry beds. ‘trees and check no newly planted loose + Sow hardy annuals direct into
o 5 S trees or bushes have worked loose prepared soilin
2 i ‘the early in winter wi firmif. cheap, easy to grow and great for
sowings. - Sowbroad beans (direct in mild ” attracting polinating i




